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Unit 19　Modern agriculture

Ⅰ.Teaching Goals:

1.Talk about modern agriculture and the effects it has on people's life.

2.Practise giving advice and making decisions.

3.Use “It” for emphasis.

4.Read statistical graphs.

5.Write a plan for a vegetable garden.

Ⅱ.Teaching Time:

Five periods

Ⅲ.Background Information:

The First Period

Teaching Aims:

1.Improve the students' speaking ability by practising giving advice and making decisions.

2.Enable the students to master the expressions of giving advice and making decisions.

3.Get the students to learn more about agriculture.

Teaching Important Points:

1.How to express oneself,using what is learned or given.

2.How to advise sb.to do something and how to make decisions.

Teaching Difficult Points:

1.The usage of some expressions.

2.How to improve the students' listening ability.

Teaching Methods:

1.Listening some materials to improve the students' listening ability.

2.Discussion to let the students express themselves freely.

3.Group work or pair work to give every student a chance to express themselves.

Teaching Aids:

1.a tape recorder

2.a projector and some slides

3.a computer

Teaching Procedures:

step Ⅰ.Greetings and Revision

T:Good morning,everyone.

Ss:Good morning,teacher.

T:Sit down,please.In this class,I'll check your homework first,Wang Ping,read your homework to us,…

(The teacher checks the students' homework and have a discussion with the students about the mistake Wang Ping made.Let the students have a clear understanding and correct it.)

step Ⅱ.Preparation for listening and speaking

T:Today,we're going to learn a new unit,Unit 19,Modern Agriculture(Teacher writes the following on the blackboard:Unit 19 Modern agriculture,the First Period).First,let's learn the new words of this period.Look at the screen:

New words:

produce n.产量、产物、农产品

effect n.结果、影响、作用

dike n.堤坝；排水沟

drought n.干旱

leader n.领导者　

lead v.领导、带领

cane n.细长的茎、藤条

sugar-cane n.甘蔗

tobacco n.(烟草)制品；抽烟

local adj.地方的、当地的

(Teacher asks one student to read the new words,then corrects the mistakes the student made.)

Step Ⅲ.Warming up

T:Please turn to Page 32.Let's do Warming up.(Teacher shows the graphs on Page 32 on the screen.)Look at the two graphs and discuss the questions on Page 32.You can do it in pairs or groups.In a few minutes,I'll ask some students to talk about them.(Students begin to discuss the questions.And teacher goes and joins them.A few minutes later,teacher says the following.)

T:Are you ready?Who can give us a talk about the first topic?SA,how are people's eating habbits changing over the years?

SA:From the first graph,we can see that the eating habits of the people in our country have changed greatly.Before 1949,they had not enough to eat and often went hungry.Once natural disasters happened,a great number of people would die of hunger.Before the reforming and opening to the world,grain was still a big problem.People mainly lived on corn and few kinds of vegetables.Since the 1980s,especially the 1990s,people's eating habits have greatly improved.People can eat whatever they want.More and more people eat less grain,more meat and eggs and so on.More and more people turn their eyes to meat,eggs,milk and all kinds of green vegetables.

T:Why do you think this happens,SB?

SB:It is all because of the Party's good policies.

T:Very good.It is true and everyone can see that.How has agricultural produce changed during the first half of the 1990s?And what do you think caused these changes?

SC:From the first half of the 1990s,scientists started to develop new techniques to increase agricultural production without causing damage to the environment.Especially the new technique, “GM”,has made agricultural production increase continuously.Scientists develop new kinds of seeds,better cows,pigs,sheep as well as fish.It is the new techniques that make all this possible.

T:Do you agree with him,SD?

SD:Yes,I do.And I want to give an answer to the three question.

T:Good,please say that.

SD:With the changes in people's eating habits,agriculture as well as nature will have to change,too.People are eating more meat and milk.That is to say,they need more fish,pigs,sheep and cattle as well as poultry.To feed these animals,we need more grain,especially more grass.To protect our environment,the ways to raise animals have changed.With the development of modern science and techniques,some of the fields are not needed to produce more food.We can grow grass,flowers etc.on them.Less farmers are needed and they can do other kinds of work.

Step Ⅳ.Listening

T:So much for the discussion.Next we'll do listening.The passage you'll listen to is about farming.It tells us about farming of all countries in early times and protection of nature and environment.Listen to the tape carefully and do the exercises concerned.Now,read the requirements,please.(Students read the requirements.)Now do you know what you'll have to do after listening to the passage?(Ss:Yes.)During listening,I'll play the tape three times.After listening for the first time,you can leave over the ones you are not sure about.You can do them when I play the tape for the second or the third time.Check your answers with your partner after listening.Are you clear?(Ss:Yes.)(At last,teacher shows the answers on the screen.)

Step Ⅴ.Speaking

T:Now let's do speaking.This part says that a group of farmers in your area have been given a large piece of land.The villagers together with the village leader have to decide how to use the land.Work in groups of five students.Each group member will play one of the roles.Prepare role cards,discuss the problem and try to make a decision.Before discussion,who can give us some useful expressions about giving advice and making decisions?

Giving advice:

SE:My advice would be….I advise you to do….

SF:I think you ought to….You.d better….

SG:If I were you,I would….

I would advise you.

SH:I don't think you ought to….

Making a decision:

SI:In my opinion,we should…

I think/believe you should…

SJ:I don't think it is necessary to do sth.….We must decide….

SK:I hope we can make a decision.

(Teacher writes all the expressions above on the Bb.)

T:Now let's have a discussion,using the expressions on the blackboard later,I'll ask some students to act it out.

Sample diaolgue:

Sa—villager A;Sb—villager B;

Sc—villager C;Sd—villager D

Se—the village leader

Se:As we all know,we are given a large piece of land.I've got all of us here to have a discussion and decide how to use the land.Please give us your advice.

Sa:I advise we should grow corn on this piece of land.It's large and flat and machines can go up and down it,so we can spend less time and get more corn.A lot of  money can be made after selling the corn.

Sb:I think we ought to build a farm there and raise pigs or cows with the grain we harvest.So we can make more money.

Sc:My advice is that we should turn it into a garden,and grow flowers there.Then we can sell the flowers.There is nobody here selling flowers.So I think our business will surely be good.Besides,sometimes selling grain or meat is hard,for the price could be too low.

Sd:I think we'd better design it like this:We build a building of a few floors.In each floor,we can raise one kind of animals.With their wastes,we can raise fish or grow vegetables on the top or in the space which faces the sun.We can also grow mushrooms in the dark places.We can use one quarter of it to do this and build a garden on one quarter so that people can enjoy themselves here.Half of the rest grow flowers to sell and for the other half we can grow grass on it so that our environment will be better.

Sa:That's a good idea.But it will need a lot of money to do this.I hope we can make a decision today.

Se:We must make a decision.My opinion is that we do as SD said.Any other opinions?

Sb and Sc:I agree with you.

Step Ⅵ.Summary and Homework

T:In this class,we've talked about two statistical graphs and listened to a passage.We have also talked about how to use a large piece of land,using some expressions of giving advice and making deicisions.These expressions are:“…”(Pointing to the blackboard.)After class,choose a subject as you like with your pratner and have a discussion,using the expressions on the blackboard.That's all for today.Class is over.

Step Ⅶ.The Design of the Writing on the  Blackboard

Unit 19　Modern agriculture

The First Period

Giving advice:My advice would be….

I advise you to do….

I think you ought to….

You'd better….

If I were you,I would….

I would advise you….

I don't think you ought to….

Make a decision:In my opinion,we should….

I think/believe we should….

I don't think it is necessary to do sth.

We must decide….

I hope we can make a decision.

Step Ⅷ.Record after Teaching

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________

The Second Period

Teaching Aims:

1.Enable the students to learn something about modern agriculture from the text.

2.Enable the student to master the new words and expressions in the text.

3.Get the students to have the ability to grasp the general idea of an passage as fast as possible.

Teaching Important Points:

1.How to improve the students' reading ability.

2.How to get the students to master the new words and expressions of the text.

Teaching Difficult Point:

How to improve the students' reading and writing ability.

Teaching Methods:

1.Discussion to raise the students' interest in agriculture.

2.Ask-and-answer method to help the students understand the text better.

3.Free talk to improve the students' speaking ability.

Teaching Aids:

1.a tape recorder

2.a projector and some slides

3.a computer for multimedia use

Teaching Procedures:

step Ⅰ.Greetings and Revision

Greet the whole class as usual

T:At the end of the last period,I asked every one of us to join in a discussion.Now I'll ask a group to repeat the discussion.Who will act it out for us?Wang Hong,act it for us with your group,will you?

Wang:Yes.…

(Teacher asks two groups to repeat their discussion before the class.)

step Ⅱ.Preparation for Reading

T:So much for revision.Please turn to Page 113.Let's learn the new words and expressions together.Li Ming,read the new words and expressions of this period,please.Begin with the word“arable”and end with the word “soil”.

(Teacher and the students learn the new words and expressions together.Teacher corrects students' mistakes in pronunciation and gives simple explanations of some words if necessary.)

T:Are there any students coming from the countryside in our class?

Ss:Yes.A lot of us students are from peasant family.

T:Have you ever worked in the fields,Wang Fei?

Wang:Yes.I often work in the field with my parents.I can do a lot of farm work.

T:Have you ever heard of anything about farming in the past?

Ss:Yes,I have.

T:Now turn to Page 34.Let's do pre-reading.Discuss the questions.Group work.Write your answers on a piece of paper.

(After a few minutes.)

T:Are you ready?(Ss:Yes.)Who would tell us something about traditional and modern farming?

SA:In the past,farmers grow crops in the traditional way:Use cattle to plough the field;farmers work in the field most of the day all year round,but they could not produce enough food for the whole population.Now they grow crops in the modern way.They use modern techniques in their fields,such as chemical fertilizers,greenhouses and so on.

T:Who would answer the second question?

SB:I'll try.The advantages are:chemical fertilizers,electronic pumps and other advanced technology are used.Farmers can spend less time on farms and much more grain is produced.The disadvantages are:the air,the water and the soil round us are more or less polluted.

Sc:I'll say something about other changes that have taken place on farms in the last 100 years.In the past,we depended on heaven and we could do little when natural disasters happened.Now,we can do artificial rainfall.GM makes better seeds possible.In the same fields,better seeds can give us much more grain.Besides,all kinds of scientific ways of farming are used in farming.Farmers in our country are becoming richer and richer day by day.

T:Very good.

Step Ⅲ.Fast Reading

T:Now read the text fast and then answer the questions on the screen.

1.When was more advanced technical information was brought in from abroad?

2.What is important for future agriculture?

What should future agriculture depend on?

3.What does“which”refer to in the last two lines?

(After a few minutes.)

T:Are you ready?

Ss:Yes.

T:Please give us the answers to the questions.

SD:In the 1980s,more advanced technical information was brought in from abroad.

SE:Both food production and taking care of the environment are important.And future agriculture should depend on high technology as well as traditional methods.

SF:I think taking care of the environment is more important.Because we have only one earth.

Sa:In the last two lines,“which”refers to“golden rice”.

T:What is the other name of “golden rice” in the text?

Sa:GM rice.

Step Ⅳ.Reading

T:Now read the text again and answer the questions in Post Reading.If you are not sure about your answers,have a discussion with your classmates.

(After the students' discussion)

T:Please turn to Page 35.Let's answer the questions.SH,give your answers to the first five questions.

SH:They are:1.D　2.A　3.C　4.C　5.C

T:Is he right?

Ss:Yes,he is right.

T:Now let's do Part 2.

SI:I want to change apples.I want them not only to grow bigger and more delicious,but also of the same size.Because some of the apples now are smaller and not delicious and the apples of the same size are popular in the market.

SJ:I want to change fruit trees.I want them to grow shorter so that the fruits on them are easy to pick up.And they must give us more fruits so that the farmers can make more money and become richer.

T:That's a good idea!I have the same opinion as you.

SK:I want to change carrots.I want them to grow much bigger.Because the carrots our villagers grow are smaller.

SL:I want to change the vegetables people usually eat.I want them to be better for people's health.So they will spend less money on medicine.

SM:I want to change cows.I want them to have more babies.So they will not be expensive to buy.If so,more farmers can buy them and become rich.

SN:I want to change fruit trees.I want to plant the trees growing in the south.So we will have more kinds of fruits than ever before.

T:You've done well.After class,continue to think about more good ideas.Now I'll explain some expressions and language points of the text to you.Please look at the screen.

modernize v.to make(sth.)suitable for modern use or for the needs of the present time.

e.g.He spent a lot of money modernizing his house.

depend on:Health depends on good food,fresh air and enough sleep.

short of:He didn't buy anything because he was short of money.

control v.have power over(sb.or sth.),rule,direct

The machine is controlled by this button.

control one's anger

stand for:USA stands for the United States of America.

modify:to change(sth,such as a plan,an opinion,a condition,…)

To modify anything is to change it a little.

T:(After explaining the words and expressions on the screen.)Now read the text and see if you still have something you find difficult to understand.

(Teacher goes among the students to explain any questions raised by the students.)

Step Ⅴ.Listening and Reading Aloud

T:Let's listen to the tape.I'll play it twice.The first time I play it,just listen.When I play for the second time,you can read the text after it.Then please read the text aloud after I play the tape.

(While the students read the text,teacher goes among the students and corrects any mistakes the students make in pronunciation and intonation.)

Step Ⅵ.Summary and Homework

T:In this class,we've learnt the text“Modern agriculture”.It tells us about agriculture of our country,for example,its past and present,especially its future.Have you had a clear understanding about future agriculture?From now on,we should study hard and be ready to make greater contributions to our agriculture and farmers.After class,please read the text again and master the usages of the new words and expressions of the text,especially the following:modernize….You can make sentences with them in pairs or groups.That's all for today.Class is over.

Step Ⅶ.The Design of the Writing on the Blackboard

Unit 19　Modern agriculture

The Second Period

New words:

modernize,control,modify.

Useful expressions:

depend on:Health depends on good food,fresh air and enough sheep.

short of:He didn't buy anything because he was short of money.

stand for:USA stands for the United States of America.

Step Ⅷ.Record after Teaching

____________________________________
____________________________________
 ____________________________________
 ____________________________________
The Third Period

Teaching Aims:

1.Get the students to master the structure:

It is …that….

2.Get the students to obtain some knowledge about word formation so that they can enlarge their vocabulary.

Teaching Important Points:

1.The usage of the structure:It is…that…

2.The basic rules of word formation.

Teaching Difficult Point:

How to use the sentence pattern:“It is…that…”when we emphasize the nouns which mean places or time.

Teaching Methods:

1.Pair work or group work to get every student to become active.

2.Drills in grammar to get the students to have a clear concept.

3.Repetition to make the student master what they learn.

Teaching Aids:

1.a tape recorder.

2.a projector and some slides.

3.a computer for multimedia use.

Teaching Procedures:

step Ⅰ.Greetings and Revision

(Greet the whole class as usual.Then teacher asks some students to read the text aloud.)

T:Now look at the screen,please.Match the words on the left with their meanings on the right.Pair work.Write your answer on a piece of paper.Later we'll check the answers.

1.drought　A.(of land)suitable or used for growing crops

2.arable
B.hang upon,be depend









ent of

3.fertilization
C.a long period of dry weather,when there is not enough water

4.depend on　D.not having enough

5.shortage　E.putting fertilizer on 








land

6.short of　F.use;put in use;take advantage of

7.irrigation　G.a condition of having less than needed

8.make use of　H.supplying water to dry land by man-made streams


9.delegation I.a group of persons acting for one or more others

(A few minutes later.)

T:Are you ready?

Ss:Yes.

T:I'll show the answers on the screen.Please check your answers with them.

Suggested answers:

1.C　2.A　3.E　4.B　5.G　6.D  7.H  8.F　9.I

step Ⅱ.Word Study

T:Let's go on to do Language study.First we'll do the first part:Word study.As we all know,word formation is a useful tool in learning English.It can help us enlarge our vocabulary.We can get a noun by adding some sufixes to a verb,for example,form→formation,Generally a verb+-tion=a noun.But there is something you should pay special attention to.Now let's do the following exercise.Write the noun form of the given verbs and the verb form of the given nouns.If you are not sure about them,please turn to a dictionary.Then make sentences with each word.If you have anything you don't understand,have a discussion with your classmates.

(Teacher goes among the students and help them to do the exercise.)

T:Have you finished?(Ss:Yes.)Let's check the answers.SA.Write your answers on the blackboard,please.

Answers

Verb









Noun

irrigate








irrigation

modernize  







modernization

populate 








population

produce 








production

fertilize/fertilise 






fertilization

inform 








information

protect 








protection

modify 








modification

T:Now make sentences with each group words.One student,one group.

SB:irrigate:They irrigate their crops with water from this river.

irrigation:We often see irrigation canals on the land.

SC:modernize:They have failed to modernize the factories.

modernization:We will realize the four modernizations.

SD:populate:America was populated mostly by Europeans.

population:China has a population of more than 1 200 000 000.

SE:produce:Australia produces wool and meat.

production:This country is famous for the production of cars.

SF:fertilize:Rice growers fertilize their fields by flooding them with water.

fertilization:Proper fertilization is important for farming.

SG:inform:He informed them of his arrival.

information:The information might be false.

SH:protect:It is our duty to protect our country.

protection:The protection of our country is the duty of us all.

SI:modify:Adjectives modify nouns.

modification:The article needs some modification.

Step Ⅲ.Grammar:The use of “It”(2)

T:(Teacher shows some sentences on the screen.)

Look at the two groups of sentences on the screen:
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T:Are sentence a and b in each group have the same meaning?

Ss:Yes.Both of the two sentences in each group have the same meaning.

T:Are there any difference?Sa,can you tell me?

Sa:Yes.Sentence a is the emphatic form,while sentence b is normal.Am I right?

T:Yes,you are right.“It is/was…that…”is the emphatic construction.This structure can be used to emphasize almost any part of the sentence (except emphasizing the verb).Besides,if we emphasize the subject,“who”(referring to a person)is possible instead of “that”.If an object is emphasized,“whom”(referring to a person)is possible.Look at the screen.Read this sentences and rewrite them,emphasizing the parts underlined,using“It is/was…that…”.Please prepare them in pairs.

Rewrite the sentences:

1. The children often help the father and mother do the farm work.

2. In 1993,a tomato was developed that was very different from any grown before.

3.The biggest problem of Chinese farmers is the shortage of arable land.

4. The plants grown in greenhouses are protected from the wind,rain and insects.

5.Future agriculture should depend on high technology as well as traditional methods.

(After a few minutes.)

T:Are you ready?(Ss:Yes.)Please change these sentences.One student,one sentence.Who will be the first?

Sb:I'll try.Sentence 2:It is the children who/that often help the father and mother do the farm work.

Sc:I want to rewrite the second sentence,but I'm not sure whether I should use“is”or“was”.

T:Here you should use “was”.

Sc:Sentence I:It was in 1993 when a tomato was developed that was very different from any grown before.

T:Is he right,Sd?

Sd:Yes.

T:You're both wrong.We should pay special attention to “that”when we emphasize the adverbial of time and place.In both situations,we should use“that”instead of “when ”or“where”.Are you clear about that?

Ss:Yes.

T:Let's go on with the other sentences.

Se:Sentence 3:It is the shortage of arable land that the biggest problem of Chinese farmers is.

SF:Sentence 4:It is the plants grown in green houses that are protected from the wind,rain and insects.

SG:Sentence 5:It is high technology as well as traditional methods that future agriculture should depend on.

T:Are they right?

Ss:Yes,they are all right.

Step Ⅳ.Practice

T:Now let's do the second part of Grammar.Rewrite the sentences,emphasizing as many parts as possible.First look at Example.Read it carefully and then do the exercise.You can have a discussion with your classmates if you have any questions.A few minutes later,we'll check the answers.

(When students finish,teacher shows the answers on the screen and get the students to check their answers.Then teacher answers the questions raised by the students.)

Answers to the exercise:

1.It was Herry who/that gave George a new tie for his birthday last year.

It was George whom/that Herry gave a new tie for his birthday last year.

It was a new tie  that Herry gave George for his birthday last year.

It was last year that Herry gave George a new tie for his birthday.

2.It was during that period of time that they made three important discoveries.

It was they who/that made three important discoveries during that period of time.

It was three important discoveries that during that period of time they made.

3.It is some people in South America who /that still practise this kind of farming.

It is this kind of farming that some people in South America still practise.

Step Ⅴ.Summary and Homework

T:In this class,we've done some exercises about Word Formation.Please remember these words on the blackboard(Pointing to the blackboard).We should also remember the emphatic construction:It is …that(who,whom)…What should we pay special attention to?Who can tell us?

Sh:1.The verb can not be emphasized.

2.When we emphasize the adverbial,we should remember that we cant't use when or where.

T:(Write what the student said on the blackboard.)That's right.After class,we should do more exercises so that we can master it.Today's homework:Do the exercises concerned in the workbook.That's all.Class is over.

Step Ⅵ.The Design of the Writing on the Blackboard.

Unit 19　Modern agriculture

The Third Period

Word Formation:

Verb









Noun

irrigate
 







irrigation

moderniz 







emodernization

populate 








population

produce 








production

fortilize/fertilise　






fertilization

inform 








information

protect 








protection

modify 








modification

The emphatic structure:

It is …that(who)…

Notes:

1.The verb can not be emphasized

2.When we emphasize the adverbial,we should remember that we can't use when or where.

Step Ⅶ.Record after Teaching

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

The Fourth Period

Teaching Aims:

1.Have the students learn and master the new words and expressions in the text.

2.Improve the students' reading ability by learning the text.

3.Get the students to know something about farming,learn from Jia Sixie and dedicate themselves to science.

Teaching Important Points:

1.How to get the students to master the new words and expressions.

2.How to improve the students' reading and writing abilities.

Teaching Difficult Point:

How to get a clear idea of an article as fast as possible.

Teaching Methods:

1.Pair work or group work make every student take part in the class activities.

2.Writing summary to help the students understand the main idea.

3.Ask-and-answer method to help the students to grasp the main idea faster.

Teaching Aids:

1.a recorder

2.a projector and some slides

3.a computer for multimedia use

Teaching Procedures:

Step Ⅰ.Greetings and Revision

Greet the whole class as usual.

Teacher checks the students' homework.

Step Ⅱ.Preparation for Reading

T:Now let's go over the new words and expressions appearing in the text together.Please turn to Page 113.…

(Teacher and students learn the new words and expressions of this period together.Teacher gives brief explanations when necessary.)

Step Ⅲ.Fast-reading

T:(Show the picture of Jia Sixie and his book“Qi Min Yao Shu”.)


[image: image3.png][rawzesin RN

7 AN




Do you know the old man and the book“Qi Min Yao Shu”?

SA:Yes.He was Jia sixie,a great scientist of ancient China,living in Northern Wei Dynasty.And he was famous for the book.The book is about the science of farming.

T:Very good.Now please read the text fast and answer the two questions on the screen.Write your answers on a piece of paper.I'll collect the first five pieces of answers.Let's begin.

(Teacher shows the screen.)

Answer the following questions:

1.Where was Jia Sixie born and when did he live?

2.What advice did Jia Sixie give about ploughing the field?

 (Teacher collects the answers when the first five students have finished)

T:(After all the students finish.)Have you finished?

Ss:Yes.

T:SB and SC,give us the two answers,please.

SB:He was born in Yidu,Shandong Province.

SC:He said that when you plough the soil,plough deeply the first time and less deeply the second time,and the autumn ploughing should be deeper than the spring ploughing.

Step Ⅲ.Reading

T:Quite right.Now let's read the text again and discuss the questions on the screen.Pair work or group work.

1.What advice did Qi Min Yao Shu include?

2.What should you do first as a farmer?

3.What must be done before sowing or planting crops?

4.Why did Jia Sixie let sheep or cows walk on the land?

5.What should we do if we want to reach the best harvest?

6.Should wheat be planted close together or with space?

(A few minutes later.)

T:Are you ready?(Ss:Yes.)Who will give us the first answer?

SD:It includes the following advice:growing green vegetables and fruit trees,keeping cows,sheep and fish in lakes.There are also instructions for making wine.

T:Please go on with the questions.Vo-lunteers!

SE:2.Firstly as a farmer,you should remember to do things at the right time of the year,If so,your work will be less and the result will be better.

SF:3.Before you sow or plant crops,you must clean rough ground and remove weeds.

SG:4.Because he wanted the animals to destroy the weeds or eat them.

T:Do the farmers get rid of weeds in this way now?

SG:No,they pull up the weeds or destroy them with a hoe.

T:Yes,they hoe up the weeds or use weed killer.Please go on.

SH:5.If you want to reach the best harvest,you should change the crops in your fields.

T:What does that mean?

SH:For example,if you plant rice in a field one year and wheat in the field the next year,you will harvest good crops.That is to say,do not plant the same crop year after year in the same field.

SI:6.Wheat should be planted close together instead of with space.Because Jia Sixie did experiments and showen that.

T:Your answers are right.That is because you have a full understanding about the text.Thank you.Next,I'll explain some language points to you.Please look at the screen.

Notes to the text:

a.Jia Sixie was an important agricultural pioneer of the Northern Wei Dynasty(386~534AD).

b.spent his time on research into agriculture:Note the preposition“spend time on something/doing something”and also“research into something”.

c.go against nature=do things that are the opposite of the natural way.

d.do things at the wrong time of year=do things at a time of year when the weather conditions are unsuitable.

e.year after year=every year

f.Grow different plants next to each other in same field:“next to each other”refers to“different plants”.

T:(After explaining the language points.)Do you have anything you don't understand?Please read the text again and see if you have any.(Teacher goes among the students and answers the questions raised by the students.Then teacher plays the tape and let the students listen and follow.)

Step Ⅴ.Discussion

T:This text is written in three paragraphs and each paragraph has its topic.Now read the text again and make notes about the topics on the screen.You can do it in pairs or groups,then we'll check the answers.

(Teacher shows the screen.)

Farming and Gardening

1.About Jia Sixie

(Paragraph 1)

2.About Qi Min Yao Shu

(Paragraph 2)

3.About Jia Sixie's advice

(Paragraph 3)

T:(After a few minutes.)Have you fi-nished?Now I'll show the answers on the screen.Please check your answers with them.

Farming and Gardening

1.About Jia Sixie
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2.About Qi Min Yao Shu(about farming and gardening)
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T:Now let's do the second exercise on Page 37.Read the instructions and write it on a piece of paper.You can have a discussion with your classmates if you are not sure about it.

Possible version:

November:It's in November that we have to plough the land for the first time.The ploughing has to be done deeply.

March:It's in March that we should remove the weed and plough the land for the second time.The ploughing has to be done less deeply.Then we clean the rough ground.

April:It's in April that we should sow the seeds.We should remember to grow different plants next to each other.

May~September:It is in this time that we should water the plants,put fertilizer on the soil and remove weeds regularly.

July~October:It is in this time that we should harvest them.

Step Ⅵ.Checkpoint

T:Please turn to Page 38.Let's go over checkpoint of this unit.Read the examples of the use of“It”for emphasis and find useful expressions from this unit.Then make sentences with them.You can turn to your dictionary if ne-cessary.

Sample sentences:

such as:A student such as he will surely succeed.

make use of:On your trip to Mexico you will be able to make good use of your knowledge of French.

as…as possible:Be as kind to her as possible.

bring in:His work brought him in$50 000 a year.

depend on:I depend on you to do it.

shortage of:Shortage of skilled workers is our main difficulty.

stand for:Our flag stands for our country.

in other words:He became,in other words,a great hero.

a variety of:This shop has a variety of toys.

be useful for:This book is useful for English study.

spend time on:Every spare minute he gets is spent on the car.

go against:They are going against our wishes.

year after year:We have been to that place for a holiday year after year.

nexe to:The man next to Bill was talking to him in Spanish.

Step Ⅶ.Summary and Homework

T:In this class,we've learned a text.It's about Farming and Gardening and it has three paragraphs,describing about…(Write on the blackboard.)We've learned some useful expressions in this  unit,such as“Such as,make use of…”(Write on the blackboard.)After class,read the text and say the sentences you make in groups.That's all for this class.Goodbye!

Step Ⅷ.The Design of the Writing on the  Blackboard

Unit 19　Modern agriculture

The Fourth Period

Farming and Gardening
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Useful expressions:

such as　make use of　as…as possible　bring in　depend on　shortage of　stand for　in other words　a variety of　be useful for　spend time on　go against　year after year　next to

Step Ⅸ.Record after Teaching

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

The Fifth Period

The use of it

Teaching Aims:

1.Review the different usages of “it”.

2.Get the students to remember some useful sentence patterns.

3.Get the students to do more exercises so that they can master the grammar item.

Teaching Important Points:

Master the different uses of “it”,esp,the emphatic use and the use as a preparatory subject or a preparatory object.

Teaching Difficult Point:

How to master and use “it ” correctly.

Teaching Methods:

1.Review method to revise the common use of “it”.

2.Inductive method to go through some sentence patterns with “it”.

3.Practice to consolidate the use of “it”.

Teaching Aids:

1.a projector and some slides

2.a computer for multimedia use

Teaching Procedures:

step Ⅰ.Greetings and Revision

(Teacher greets the whole class as usual and shows the screen.)

T:So far we've learned several uses of “it”.Now please look at the screen.Discuss the sentences with your partner and tell what the word “it”in each sentence refers to and its function.Write your answers on a piece of paper and later I'll ask some students to say the answers.

Discuss the following sentences and tell the function of “it”.

1.It's difficult to remember all their names.

2.It's very quiet in the cafe.

3.It rained for three days.

4.He made it clear that he didn't want to speak to me.

5.It was nice seeing you.

6.It was on Tuesday that Mrs.Smith came.

7.It's three miles from here to the nearest garage.

8.A tall man stood up and shook hands.It was captain Lawrie.

9.I hear you bought a new bike.Can you show it to me?

10.It was five o'clock when we got back home yesterday.

11.It was dirty and wet below the ship where the slaves were kept.

12.It was on this coast that lots of his people disappeared.

13.It was most likely that one third of them had lost their lives.

(After a few minutes.)

T:Are you ready?

Ss:Yes.

T:Who will give us the answers?One student,one sentence.Volunteers?

SA:“It” is used as a formal subject in the first sentence.Its real subject is the infinitive“to remember all their names.”

SB：2.“It”refers to present situation.

SC:3.“It”refers to “weather”.

SD:4.“It”is used as a formal object.

SE:5.“It” is used as a formal subject.

SF:6.This sentence is an emphatic structure,emphasizing the adverbial of time.

SG:7.“It” is used here as an impersonal pronoun,referring to distance.

SH:8.“It”here is used to point out definitely a person.

SI:9.“It”here is applied to a new bike.

SJ:10.“It”refers to time.

SK:11.“It”is used as the subject,expressing state of things in general.

SL:12.This sentence is also an emphatic construction,emphasizing adverbial of place “on this coast”.

SM:13.The word “it”here is used as a formal subject.

T:Quite right.As we all know,the word “it”can be used as a personal pronoun.In this case,“it”is not generally applied to a person,but to a thing or an animal just mentioned,such as“Sentence 9”.Secondly,“it” is used as a subject in expressions of time,weather,distance,etc,such as,in Sentence 2,3,7,10,11.Thirdly,“it”can be used as a formal subject or object.(The real subject is an infinitive or gerundial phrase or a clause.)Such as,in sentences 1,4,5,13.Fourthly,in Sentence 8,“it”points to a person and is called the Demonstrative it.It can also be used in the emphatic structure,such as in sentence 6,12.

Step Ⅱ.Practice

T:From the exercise we've done just now,we can see that you are all familiar with the common use of“it”.Next,let's see some important sentence patterns.Now,I'll give you an exercise on the screen.(Show the screen.)Pair work or group work.Some of the patterns are perhaps not familiar to you.If so,look at the answers some minutes later and remember them.

Complete the sentences,paying attention to the structures of them and the use of“it”.

1.__________ (据报道)that dozens of children died in the accident.

2.__________(真遗憾)that he can't swim at his age.

3.__________(很可能)that they will beat us tonight.

4.__________(看来)that he enjoys pop songs very much.

5.__________(还是一个问题)when we shall have our sports meet.

6.__________(还不确定)whether he can attend this conference or not.

7.__________(不要紧，没关系)whether we go together or separetely.

8.It is up to you__________(决定是否接受这项工作).

9.It is important__________(我们学英语).

10.It is kind__________(你帮助我).

11.It took me five days__________(解决这问题).

12.It's no use__________(与她争论).

(Some minutes later,teacher shows the answers on the screen to let the students check.)

Suggested answers:

1.It was reported…

It be+ p.p known,thought,told,believed,hoped…)that clause.

2.It's a pity…

It+be+n.(an honour,a good thing,a fact,a surprise…)+that clause.

3.It is likely…

It be+ adj.(wonderful,ture,important,surprising,clear,…)+that clause

4.It seems

It seem/appear/happen+that clause.

5.It is still a question…

It be + n.+whether/when/where clause

6.It is uncertain…

It be + adj.(not decided,uncertain)+whether/when/how clause

7.It doesn't matter…

It doesn't matter(It's no wonder.It doesn't make too much difference…)+wh-/how clasue

8.to decide whether to take the job or not

It's up to sb.to do sth.

9.for us to learn English

It be+ adj.(difficult,easy,hard,important)for sb.to do sth.

10.of you to help me

It be+ adj.(kind,nice,brave,clever,stupid…)+of sb.to do sth.

11.to solve the problem

It took sb.+time +to do sth.

12.arguing with her

It's no use/no good/useless doing sth.

Step Ⅲ.Practice

T:(Teacher shows the screen.)There are some other useful sentence patterns for you.Please do the exercise on the screen.Have a discussion with your classmates.

Complete the sentences:

1.__________(已经有三年了)since his father passed away.

2.__________(不久)the police arrived.

3.__________(已经八点了)when we got home.

4.__________(该……)she wrote a letter to her boyfriend.

5.__________(这是第一次)these Europeans have visited the Great Wall.

6.__________(我们该……)to go to school.

T:(Some minutes later.)Have you fi-nished it?Now look at the screen.(Teacher shows the screen.)Please remember these sentence patterns.

Suggested answers:

1.It is/has been three years

2.It was not long before

3.It was already 8 o'clock

4.It is high time that

5.It is the first time that

6.It is time for us

Useful sentence patterns:

1.It be+a period of time+since-clause.

2.It be+a period of time+before-clause.

3.It be+a definite time+when-clause.

4.It be(high)time+that-clause.

5.It be+the first(second,third) time+that-clause.

6.It be+time for sb.to do sth.

Step Ⅳ.Test

T:Now let's have a quiz.Please look at the screen and do the exercise on it.

Choose the right answers:

1.Does__________matter if he can't finish the job on time?

A.this








B.that
C.he









D.it

2.It was not__________she took off her dark glasses__________I realized she was a famous film star.

A.when;that







B.until;that

C.until;when







D.when;then

3.Tom's mother kept telling him that he should work harder,but__________didn't help.

A.he









B.which
C.she








D.it

4.__________is a fact that English is being accepted as an international language.

A.There








B.This
C.That








D.It

5.It was about 600 years ago__________the first clock with a face and an hour hand was made.

A.that








B.until

C.before








D.when

6.Was__________that I saw last night at the concert?

A.it you








B.not you

C.your








D.that yourself

7.__________was in 1979__________I graduated from the university.

A.that;that







B.It;that

C.That;when







D.It;when

Suggested answers:

1.D　2.B　3.D　4.D　5.A　6.A　7.B

Step Ⅴ.Summary and Homework

T:In this class,we've gone over the use of “it”.Can you remember it?Let's recall it together.“It” can be used as a personal pronoun…(The Design of the Writing on the Blackboard.)There are some useful sentence patterns.They are….After class,make sentences with them.Next class,I'll call some students to say their sentences to us.That's all for today.Class is over.

Step Ⅵ.The Design of the Writing on the Blackboard

Grammar:The Use of “it”

The Fifth Period

1.The Personal“It”:applied to a thing or an animal mentioned

2.The Impersonal“It”:referring to time,weather,distance,the state of things in general

3.The Demonstrative“It”:pointing to a person or a thing or the thing spoken of;

4.The Expletive“It”:A:a formal subject or a formal object;

B:the Emphatic“It”:It is…that(who)…

Some useful sentence patterns:

It is reported that…:

It is/has been three years since…

It is a pity that…:

It is not long before

…      …

Step Ⅶ.Record after Teaching
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