[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]


学而思教育·学习改变命运 思考成就未来！                 高考网www.gaokao.com

Unit 2 Witnessing time

Part One Teaching Design

第一部分  教学设计

Aims and requirements
♦ read a newspaper article about the Acropolis and a travel guide to the Ming and Qing Imperial Tombs
♦ listen to a radio programme about the history of the Tower of London 
♦ discuss the protection of World Heritage sites and talk to a tour guide
♦ write a letter about the Tower of London
♦ write a proposal to preserve an old building

Procedures
● Welcome to the unit
Step 1 Brainstorming

1. China is a large country with a long history, which has many renowned historic sites.

Can you name some famous Chinese historic sites you are familiar with? 
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The Forbidden City (Imperial Palace) in the heart of Beijing is the largest and most complete imperial palace and ancient building complex in China, and the world at large. Its construction began in 1406 and was completed 14 years later, having a history so far of some 580 years. Twenty-four emperors from the Ming and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties lived and ruled China from there. Most of the buildings in the Forbidden City were rebuilt many times, although they maintained the original architectural style.


	The Summer Palace, or Garden of Ease and Harmony,
was initially landscaped in 1751, but was destroyed by European troops in 1860 and again in 1900. The Empress Dowager restored the park's buildings in the 1880s and then in 1902. [image: image6.jpg]
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The Ming Tombs are located about 31 miles from Beijing, with 13 emperors buried in a complex that spreads some 15 square miles. Visitors approach the tombs through The Great Red Gate.
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The ruins of Yuanmingyuan are located in the suburbs of Beijing to the north-west of Qinghua University. Yuanmingyuan dates back to the Qing Dynasty. It has the reputation of being “the garden of gardens”. Unfortunately, it was destroyed in a fire. Our government has taken measures to repair it and much restoration work still needs to be done.


2. With the fast development of the modern world, the problems of preserving cultural heritage sites are becoming more and more serious. Nowadays many historic sites have been damaged, leaving only part of the ruins. Do you think it is necessary to rebuild them?

3. Please search on the Internet or look up information in books to find out some background information about the four famous historic sites. 

	For reference:

The Colosseum or Coliseum is today the most recognizable of Rome's Classical buildings. Even 2,000 years after it was built, and despite centuries when the abandoned building was pillaged for building materials, it is instantly recognizable ... a Classical template for the stadia of today. It was the first permanent amphitheatre to be raised in Rome, and the most impressive arena the Classical world had yet seen. And with accommodation for 60,000 seated and 10,000 standing, all of whom could enter and leave in a matter of minutes, courtesy of 80 entrances, this is a structure that the designers of modern sports stadium could learn from.
The name Colosseum is in fact a much later addition. It was originally known as the Fluvial Amphitheatre, and was conceived as a peculiarly Roman political gesture ... a gift from a new dynasty of Roman emperors to a populace kept happy by bread and circuses.

In 68AD Emperor Nero died and with him the Julio-Claudian dynasty. Vespasian, was made emperor by the Senate in the following year and decided the city needed a new amphitheatre. Just like a modern politician, such gestures simultaneously pleased the populace and would (hopefully) leave a lasting monument to the emperor's greatness. Well maybe. The city's first amphitheatre in stone had been built in 29BC by Statilius Taurus, but Caligula (12-41AD) had adjudged it too small and started building his own. 

	The city of Suzhou has always been called "Paradise on Earth". It is China's well-known "city of gardens", which tops all others in both the number and the artistry of gardens.
Dating from Pi Jiang Garden of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Suzhou's art of gardening has undergone a history of 1500 years. Gardens in Suzhou are not large, but are fascinating in their delicate design, containing hills and ponds, pavilions, terraces, corridors and towers. There were once over 200 gardens in the city, and 69 of them are still in good reservation today. Called the Venice of the East, Suzhou's high water table supplies the vast number of ponds and streams found throughout the city and it is these ponds that serve to focus the many elements of the garden within a small space.

 The concept of Suzhou classical gardens has gone beyond the city limits, since it generally refers to all those private gardens built in the regions south of the Yangtze.

The Suzhou gardens originated from the desire to retire from the strife of officialdom and to shun from worldly affairs. It seeks the return to Nature and the cultivation of temperament. In Taoist philosophy and the refinement of culture underlies the theme of the garden. Hills and waters, flowers and trees, pavilions, terraces, towers and halls constitute the basic garden elements, while the prominent tone is expressed in the dark color of roof tiles, the gray of bricks, and chestnut brown of wooden pillars.

Suzhou gardens are the Nature in nutshell, which enables one to "feel the charm of mountains, forest and springs without going out of the noisy surroundings of the town". Its human interest also lies in that the architect, philosopher, poet, painter, and common people can all find in it the idea, the flavor, the lines and the rhythm. The unfolding of the garden vistas is the verisimilitude of a landscape scroll. When enjoying tea, poem, and flower arrangement or playing musical instrument in the garden, one gains the most natural inspiration. To those tourists desiring to understand China, Suzhou gardens are the best museum.

Gardens in Suzhou are precious heritage of Chinese history and world history. 

	There are two great complexes of ancient temples in Southeast Asia, one at Bagan in Burma, the other at Angkor in Cambodia. The temples of Angkor, built by the Khmer civilization between 802 and 1220 AD, represent one of humankind's most astonishing and enduring architectural achievements. From Angkor the Khmer kings ruled over a vast domain that reached from Vietnam to China to the Bay of Bengal. The structures one sees at Angkor today, more than 100 stone temples in all, are the surviving remains of a grand religious, social and administrative metropolis whose other buildings - palaces, public buildings, and houses - were built of wood and are long since decayed and gone.

	The famous St. Basil's Cathedral was commissioned by Ivan the Terrible and built on the edge of Red Square between 1555 and 1561. Legend has it that on completion of the church the Tsar ordered the architect, Postnik Yakovlev, to be blinded to prevent him from ever creating anything to rival its beauty again. (He did in fact go on to build another cathedral in Vladimir despite his ocular impediment!) The cathedral was built to commemorate Ivan the Terrible's successful military campaign against the Tartar Mongols in 1552 in the besieged city of Kazan. Victory came on the feast day of the Intercession of the Virgin, so the Tsar chose to name his new church the Cathedral of the Intercession of the Virgin on the Moat, after the moat that ran beside the Kremlin. The church was given the nickname "St. Basil's" after the "holy fool" Basil the Blessed (1468-1552), who was hugely popular at that time with the Muscovites masses and even with Ivan the Terrible himself. St. Basil's was built on the site of the earlier Trinity Cathedral, which at one point gave its name to the neighboring square.


Step 2 Sharing information

Group work. Look at the four pictures at page 1. Let’s study them one by one and try to discuss some questions in groups of four.

Picture 1
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When was the Colosseum built? (In the 1st century BC)

What was it used for? (It was an amphitheatre or arena that was used for displays of combat and wild-beast shows.)

How big is it? (It was designed to hold 50,000 spectators.)

Picture 2 

What is Suzhou famous for? (It is famous for its splendid scenery, especially its classical gardens.)
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Have you visited the classical gardens there? If so, what did you see?

Of all the gardens, which impressed you most? (The Lingering Garden impressed me most. Before I visited the garden, I couldn’t help wondering why it was given that name. Only then did I understand the real meaning. Everyone was so fascinated by the beautiful scenery there that they lingered in the garden and were reluctant to leave.)
Picture3 

Where was the temple complex built?

 (In Cambodia)

When was it built? 

(In the early years of the 12th century.)

Why was it built? 

(It was built to honor the Hindu god Vishnu.)

Picture 4 
When and where was the Cathedral built? (In Moscow between 1555 and 1560.)

Do you know anything special about the Cathedral?

(The Cathedral consists of nine individual churches, each of which is crowned by a unique tower. The central tower is surrounded by eight-point light for mankind.)

What do you feel when seeing the church?

Are the towers in harmony with each other?

Step3: Discussion:

1. Do you know anything about the historic sites in the pictures?

2. Do you think it is a good idea to rebuild historic sites that have been damaged or destroyed? Why or why not?

3. Which modern buildings do you think will be famous in 1,000 years?

	Sample answers:

1. Of all the four historic sites, I know the classical gardens of Suzhou best. I have been to Suzhou twice and paid a visit to the classical gardens. They are so well designed and built that they look really natural. Of all the gardens, the Humble Administrator’s Garden, the Lingering Garden, the Master-of-Nets Garden and the Mountain Villa are the most famous. Whenever you are there, you’ll be fascinated by Suzhou’s splendid scenery. It is no wonder that Suzhou is called the earthly paradise.

2. In my point of view, it is a really good idea to rebuild historic sites that have been damaged or destroyed. Historic sites reflect the history and culture of a particular period, which helps people remember what has happened before so that they will not forget the past. Besides, rebuilding historic sites may promote local tourism. In turn, this may improve the local environment and preserve its natural beauty. In conclusion, I strongly recommend historic sites be rebuilt. 

3. I think that the National Stadium in Beijing for the 2008 Olympics will be famous in 1,000 years. There’s no doubt that the venue will be a landmark in the city of Beijing. Not only can it accommodate a maximum of 100,000 spectators, but also its nest-like appearance from the outside reminds people of getting back to nature. That’s why people gave it the nickname, “the Bird Nest”. Your first sight of the design will surprise you. It’s so unique that you cannot take your eyes off it.


	For reference:

1.The Colosseum of Rome

The Colosseum of Rome, built nearly 2,000 years ago, is considered to be one of the greatest archaeological monuments in the world. The Colosseum is a vast ellipse which was designed to hold as many as 50, 000 spectators. This amphitheatre was mainly used for sporting events. You could hardly imagine that even naval battles were staged in it. Today, the wonder is in a partially ruined stale and the Italian government has been trying to restore the famous historic site. For more information, you may visit the following website:

http://www.greatbuildings.com/builings/Roman-Colosseum.html
2.The classical gardens of Suzhou

Suzhou, with a history of more than 2,500 years, is known as the earthly paradise, because of its splendid scenery and especially its classical gardens. There were once more than 200 gardens in the city, many of which are still in good preservation today. The classical gardens of Suzhou were designed and built by great masters of different dynasties. As a result, despite being man-made, they are incredibly natural. Of all the gardens, the Humble Administrator’s Garden, the Lingering Garden, the Mastyer-of-NETS Garden and the Mountain Villa are the most famous. For more information about the classical gardens of Suzhou, you may visit the following website:
http://www.szgarden.sz.js.cn/english/
3. Agkor Wat

Angkor Wat, located in Siemreap Province, Cambodia, is considered to be one of the most glorious and world-famous pieces of architecture. It consists of more than 100 temples, which were built between the 7th and 11th centuries. Since its construction, Angkor Wat has been the cultural home of the Khmer people. It is evidence of the Khmer’s strong belief in both the religions of Hinduism and Buddhism. For more information about Angkor Wat, you may visit the following website: http://www.angkorwat.org/
4. St Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow

St Bail’s Cathedral was built on the edge of Red Square in the mid-16th century. The cathedral consists of nine individual churches, each of which is crowned by a unique tower. The central tower is surrounded by eight towers, each topped with an eight-point star symbolizing the Christian Church as a guiding light for mankind. For more information, you may visit the following website: http://www.moscow-taxi.com/chruches/st-basils-cathedral.html


Step4: Homework:

Prepare the Reading part.
[image: image1.png]































































5

