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学而思教育·学习改变命运 思考成就未来！                 高考网www.gaokao.com

Reading   The Acropolis now

by Valia katsis

Step 1: Lead-in
Let’s enjoy some pictures, which country or city can you think of when seeing the pictures?

(Athens, the capital city of Greece)

	  The Ancient City of Athens is a photographic archive of the archaeological and architectural remains of ancient Athens (Greece). It is intended primarily as a resource for students and teachers of classical art & archaeology, civilization, languages, and history as a supplement to their class lectures and reading assignments and as a source of images for use in term papers, projects, and presentations. We also hope that this site will be useful to all who have an interest in archaeological exploration and the recovery, interpretation, and preservation of the past.


Have you ever been there? 

Then do you know what the greatest symbol of Athens is?

Let’s enjoy a section of video. (the Acropolis)

Step 2: Fast reading for general ideas
Go through the passage as quickly as possible and try to find answers to the three questions in part A. Just focus on and identify the information needed to answer these questions.        

	Answers 

A 1 In the 5th century BC 

  2 It was made of marble.

  3 UNESCO


Step 3: Detailed reading for important information
1. Let’s read the passage a second time and complete Parts C1 and C2 on page 20. 

	Answers

C1  1 In philosophy, science, mathematics, art, architecture, theatre, politics and sport.

2 On the hill called the Sacred Rock in the centre of the city..

3 It was built there so that it was convenient for everyone to get to. Also because it was on the hill, the Acropolis could be seen from every part of the city.

4 They have been damaged partly by natural things like earthquakes. And partly by man.

5 The last major destruction occurred with the theft of many of the best sculptures in 1801, when an Englishman started to take them to London

6 Its aim is to undertake the complete, professional restoration of the Acropolis

7 Because they believe that the prevention of damage from ignorance and from people not caring about protecting the monument is very important.

8 More important historic buildings would be damaged


Answers C2

	Causes
	Details 
	Actions

	Chemical 
	acid rain from air pollution
	a steady cleaning programme

	Biological
	plant roots and bird droppings
	a steady cleaning programme

	Natural
	earthquakes
	to be fixed

	Mechanical
	bad reconstruction
	to be fixed

	Human agency
	deliberate damage

walking around the Acropolis stealing stones
	educational work

educational work 

ask for return


2. Listen to the tape and try to complete Part D and Part E.

	Answers

   D  1  d      2   a     3  j    4  c      5   b    

6  f       7  e      8  i    9  h      10  g

   E   (1)  Athens               (2)  Athena      

       (3)  people                (4)  plant

       (5)  government            (6)  undertake

       (7)  ignorance              (8)  conservation

       (9)  monument             (10)  sculptures   


3. Read the text again and choose the best answers according to the text:

1. Which of the followings was not a Greek invention?   

A. The Western alphabet.        

B. Roman alphabet.

C. Architecture.         

D. Marathon

2. Why was the Acropolis built on the hill called the Sacred Rock in the centre of the city?

A. To associate ancient Greek civilization with the capital city of Athens.
B. It was constructed at a high altitude above the city in honour of Athens.

C. Because there are three main temples to Athens.

D. Because it was convenient for everyone to get to and could be seen from every past of the city.

3. In which year did the Acropolis receive a World Heritage listing from UNESO?

  A. 1835

B. 1975

C. 1987

D. 2004

	Keys:  CDC


Step 3: Post-reading activities
1. Pair work:

	Please introduce the causes of the damage done to the Acropolis and the ways to protect it to other group members, with the help of the chart in Part C2

Discuss the following question:

  Why do you think it is necessary and important to preserve World Heritage sites?……


2. Let’s come to Part F. Work in pairs and share your opinions with each other.

3. Please do Parts A1 and A2 on page 110 in Workbook to practise using some words and phrases. 

Step 5: Language points:

	Vocabulary
	words
	mathematics theatre politics alphabet marathon messenger altitude goddess sacred ivory column marble smooth partly Turk defeat seize warehouse gunpowder explosion theft sculpture transfer friction restore construction restoration unintentionally gesture professional heritage reconstruct particularly glory steady root droppings educational consensus prevention ignorance 

	
	useful expressions
	in particular       seize control of   

have a great impact on    be responsible for 

make advances in    associate with  

transfer to    make progress in 

protect from

	sentence patterns
	1. In particular, we associate ancient Greek civilization with the capital city of Athens, the greatest symbol of which is the Acropolis.

2. It was built there so that it was it was convenient for everyone to get to, and because it was on the hill. The Acropolis could be seen from every part of the city.


Step6: Homework
Read the text again and again. Try to memorize the language points.
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