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●Project   Writing a proposal for saving a building

Throughout history, few ancient historic sites have completely avoided damage, some even suffered complete damage. At the beginning of this period, let’s enjoy a section of video: Yuanmingyuan. 

How are you feeling when seeing the destruction of “the garden of gardens”, yuanmingyuan?

Do you think it necessary to take measures to restore and preserve it?

There are so many historic sites which need repairing and preserving and in this part we’ll learn to write a proposal for saving and protecting a building. 

Part A: Reading

1. Read the article about the Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties in China. Scan the text and answer the following questions:

Why are the Ming Tombs called Shisanling? (It is home to thirteen Ming emperors.)

Apart from shisanling, which is the most famous Ming Tomb? (Xiaoling.)

How many Qing emperors were buried in Hebei Province? (Nine.)

1. Read the passage again and take notes of the historic sites.

	The Ming Imperial Tombs:

Most of the Ming Tombs are located in Shisanling, north-west of Beijing.

The Sacred Way leads to the thirteen tombs.

Changling is the largest and best preserved.

The Ling’en Palace is known for its simple design and painted ceiling.

Xiaoling is located in the suburbs of the first Ming emperor.

	The Qing Imperial Tombs:

The Qing Tombs are similar to the Ming Tombs in terms of architecture and their choice of site.

Dingling, located in Hebei Province, contains the first imperial tombs of the Manchu rulers.

Xiling, located in Hebei Province, is smaller than Dongling.

Xiling contains the tombs of four Qing emperors.

Xiling has three broad stone gates.

	Preservation and recognition of the tombs:

Serious attention has been given to preservation of the Ming and Qing Tombs.

All of the tombs have suffered some damage.

Dongling has been under the protection of the state government.

Xiaoling has been restored.

The deadlines for completing restoration of Changling and Zhao ling have been set.

International recognition is part and parcel of preserving and restoring historical sites.

We need to take the responsibility to treasure and protect these monuments.


3. Do you think international recognition is helpful to protect historic sites?

Why or why not?

4. Do Parts B1 and B2 on page 111 in Workbook to practise the usages of some words and phrases learnt in this section.

5. Do Parts D 1 and D2 on page 113 in Workbook as your homework.

Part B: 

1. Group work: Discuss the eight questions in Part B. 

Who is providing the funding for the preservation of the tombs?

Why are the tombs included in the World Heritage list?

Which local building will your group research? Why?

How will you find out more about this building?

What are the dangers that the building faces?

How can the building be saved and protected?

What kind of arguments will you use to convince the local government to act to save and preserve the building?

Who will collect information and who will write up the proposal?

2. Each group member will be responsible for one part to preserve the building. Express your opinions freely 

3. Write a proposal for saving and protection the building. Then report your proposal to the class.

Homework:

Read the article in Part A on page 117 in Workbook, and then write an account of the Lugou Bridge.
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